Iakwe! I’'m Bethany Barker, and my story is one of growth,
resilience, and the power ofembracing change. I was born in Honolulu,
Hawaii, but grew up in Lafayette, Louisiana.

Throughout my life, I always felt out of place growing up in Louisiana
because there was no Marshallese community, but Louisiana raised me
and the community I grew up in has helped meshape my identity.

My educational journey began in Hawaii, where I attended Palolo
Elementary and Walpahu Elementary, before my family moved to Lafayette in 2006. There, |

went to Ernest Gallet Elementary, Katharine Drexel Elementary, and later Broussard Middle
School and Lafayette Middle School. I graduated from Acadiana High School, with my high
school diplomain hand.

The summer before my senior year of high school, I started my first job—a pivotal
moment that taught me responsibility, work ethic, and time management. I stayed with this job
throughout my high school and college years, and during that time, I didn’t just work part-time; I
was steadily climbing the corporate ladder. I started as a part-time employee, but with dedication
and hard work, I was promoted to Coordinator and then to Supervisor before leaving to pursue
my career in the Marshall Islands. These roles gave me invaluable leadership skills and a deeper
understanding of what it takes to succeed in the workplace.

I earned my Associate’s Degree from South Louisiana Community College before
transferring to the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (ULL). There, I completed my Bachelor’s
Degree in Sociology, with a minor in Anthropology. These studies ignited my passion for
understanding human societies, cultures, and histories. By the time I graduated, I knew I wanted
my education to lead me toward something meaningful—something that would allow me to give
back and make an impact.

A year after graduation, I was offered a position at the Cultural and Historic Preservation
Office (CHPO) in the Marshall Islands just recently (August 2024). I was hired as the Historian,
a role that allowed me to tie my academic background into meaningful work, while also
honoring my RMI scholarship.

Within a span of a year, I continued to grow professionally and personally. What began as
a historical role soon evolved into a leadership position. Today, I'm proud to serve as the
Director of CHPO, where I lead initiatives that preserve and celebrate the cultural heritage of the
Marshall Islands—my roots. It’s been a fulfilling and humbling journey, knowing that the work I
do helps protect the history and stories that connect OUR people to their past and preserve our
culture.

To the students of the Marshall Islands, I want to share this advice: Education is a
powerful tool, and the knowledge and skills you gain through your studies are not just for you—
they are for the future of our country. We have a unique responsibility to bring what we’ve
learned back home and use it to develop our communities, our government, and our nation. The
Marshall Islands is our home, and we, the citizens, are the ones who have the power to shape its
future.



Whether you study in the United States, Australia, or even here in the RMI, always
remember that our country needs you. We need the knowledge, creativity, and drive of our young
people to tackle the challenges ahead. By returning and contributing, we can create a stronger,
more sustainable future for all of us.

Looking back, I see how everything—from my early job experiences to my education and
professional journey—has shaped who I am today. Each step has taught me something valuable:
the importance of perseverance, the value of hard work, and the power of embracing new
opportunities along with obedience and patience. I’'m proud of how far I’ve come, and I’'m
excited for the future and the ways I can continue to grow and contribute to the world around me.
My message to you young, strong minded people, is to never give up and always be patient, good
things happen to those



