My Journey: From Humble Beginnings to Leadership

My name is Elizabeth Jemwai. | grew up in the outer islands, where life was
simple, humble, and often challenging. | attended Woja Aelonlaplap Public
School from kindergarten through 7th grade. Back then, we didn’t have the
things that many students in town have today. Our school bags were made
from rice sack covers. Most nights, we didn’t have electricity, so we studied
by the light of a kerosene lamp. | can still remember sitting on the floor, the
lamp flickering beside me, doing my homework while the rest of the house
was quiet. Most days, we rode our bicycles to school, braving the hot sun or
heavy rain. School attendance was taken very seriously—if we missed a day, we knew we
would be spanked for skipping class. Life taught us to be disciplined, resourceful, and to endure,
moving forward even with very little.

Later, | moved to Jabor, Jaluit, for 8th grade at Saint Joseph Elementary School and 9th grade
at Jaluit High School, and then transferred to Majuro to attend MIHS from 10th through 12th
grade. | graduated high school in 2015 but became a young mother, which caused me to pause
my education for a semester.

In 2016, | enrolled at the College of the Marshall Islands (CMI) and graduated in 2020. While
attending college as a young mom, | worked part-time as a tutor at one of the stamp centers so |
could provide for my daughter and survive during my studies. Balancing work, school, and
motherhood was not easy, but it taught me perseverance and determination.

After graduation, it took me a year to find a job. Many interviews didn’t work out, but | stayed
determined. Thankfully, | was hired as a secretary at MISGLB. After a year, | decided to
continue my education and applied for online courses at the University of Hawaii — Hilo. This
was a crucial moment, and | am extremely grateful to the RMI Scholarship program, which
supported me financially during my bachelor’s program. Their support allowed me to focus on
my studies without the worry of tuition or additional expenses. | could pursue my dreams while
continuing to work. During this time, | was also promoted to counselor. | successfully completed
all my online courses and earned my Bachelor’s degree in Administration of Justice in 2023. Not
only that, | was promoted to Director of MISGLB. Today I've been serving in this role for almost
two years now.

By telling my story, | hope to inspire other students to believe in themselves, work hard, and
pursue education, no matter the obstacles they face. My experiences show that even when life
begins with very little, perseverance, faith, and the support of programs like the RMI Scholarship
can help you reach your goals.

Advice from My Journey: Never let your circumstances define you. Growing up in the outer
islands with very little taught me that no matter how simple or challenging your life is, you can
still achieve your goals if you stay determined and keep moving forward.

Komool tata,
Elizabeth Jemwai



